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I. 



Introduction. 



The situation and boundaries of ^^The City below the HiH'' — Comparison with 
^' T/ie City above the Hiii" — How the figures for these articles were 
obtained — Why this district ivas selected— Lines upon tvhich this 
sociological investigation has been pursued — Purpose of these articles. 

If one were to draw a line across the map of a portion of the 
city of Montreal, following Lagauchetiere street from its junction with 
Bleury street to the Windsor Station and thence along the tracks of 
the C.P.R. as far as the city limits, he would divide the south-western 
half of our city into two occupied districts of nearly equal extent. 
One of these districts, that to the west, is upon high ground ; the 
other, that to the east, is in the main but little above the river level. 
The former region, for lack of a better name, wc shall call " The city 
above the hill," the latter, in contrast therefrom, " The city below the 
hill." To pass from the former into the latter it is necessary to 
descend a considerable hill and with this descent becomes noticeable 
a marked change in the character of the inhabitants and in the 
nature of their surroundings. Looking down from the mountain top 
upon these two areas, the former is seen to contain many spires, but no 
tall chimneys, the latter is thickly sprinkled with such evidences of 
industry and the air hangs heavy with their smoke. 

" The city above the hill" is the home of the classes. Within its 
well-built residences will be found the captains of industry, the owners 



of real estate, and those who labor with brain rather than hand. 
Here in predominating proportion reside the employing, the profes- 
sional and the salaried classes. The manual worker in this district is 
indeed rare, the home of the poor cannot there be found. It is the 
exclusive habitat of the rich and of the well-to-do. 

*' The city below the hill," on the other hand, is the dwelling 
place of the masses. Here it is the rich man that one finds it 
difficult to discover. Salaried and professional men are not entirely 
lacking, but even when to their number are added the shop-keepers and 
hotel men, the.se together represent but 1 5 per cent, of its population. 
" The city below the hill " is the home of the craftsman, of the 
manual wage -earner, of the mechanic and the clerk, and three-quarters 
of its population belong to this, the real industrial class. This area is 
not without its poor, and, as in other cities, a submerged tenth is 
present with its claims upon neighborly sympathy. 

Most of the residents of the upper city know little -and at times 
seem to care less -regarding their fellow-men in the city below. To 
many of the former the condition of the latter is as little known as 
that of natives in Central Africa. With many of the upper city all 
that they regard as of interest to or with effect upon their daily life 
is located either in the section wherein they reside or that wherein 
their daily business is tran.sacted. To pass from the one to the other 
only well ordered thoroughfares are travelled. From this beaten 
track they seldom wander and of other regions they possess little or 
no knowledge. At this time in the world's history, when careful 
observers and honest thinkers in every land are coming more and 
more to realize what is meant by the interdependence of society 
when tho.se who study city life are each day more fully persuaded that 
ordinary urban conditions are demoralizing and that no portion of 
the community can be allowed to deteriorate without danger to the 
whole, when it is bemg proven over and over again by enlightened 
municipalities that the public health can be con.served, morals 
improved and lives saved by a right knowledge of local conditions 
and the proper use of measures for their amelioration, it is opportune 
that the citizens of Montreal should, for a time, cease discussing the 
slums of London, the beggars of Paris and the tenement house evils 
of New York arid endeavor to learn something about themselves and 



to understand more perfectly the conditions present in their very 
midst. 

During the autumn and early wmter of 1896, in an endeavor to 
obtain accurate information along certain sociological lines for at least 
a limited portion of the city of Montreal, a house-to-house canvass 
was made of the district already entitled " the city under the hill." 
An unofficial industrial census was taken by exf)erienced men of the 
area lying within the following boundaries : On the west Lagauche- 
tiere street and the Canadian Pacific tracks, on the north St. Alex- 
ander and McGill streets, on the east Centre street and a line 
extended in the same direction as far as the river, and on the south 
the city limits and Laprairie street. If one were to take a city map 
and describe thereon an r>blong by means of lines connecting the 
following points, viz., intersection of the C.P.R. by the city limits, 
St. Patrick's church, the middle of the guard pier, and St. Gabriel 
church, he would fairly enclose the area selected for examination. 
This district, including part of the canals and whar\es, parks, streets, 
etc., is about a square mile in extent and includes 475 acres dedicated 
to purposes of business or residence. Since nearly thirty-eight 
thousand persons dwell and about .seventeen thousand persons labor 
therein, we have here sufficient material to enable us to strike reason- 
able averages and form fair conclusions. The enumerators were 
instructed to obtain information upon the following points : regarding 
each place of employment, the number of workers and their division 
into men, women, and children ; regarding each residence the number 
of families therein, number of rooms per family, number of j>ersons 
in family and the pro|X)rtion thereof of adults, school children, young 
children and lodgers, the rental paid, the wages earned, the sanitary 
accommodation, the nationality, the religious belief and other similar 
matters. The figures thus gathered were then carefully combmed 
and tabulated. For purposes of crimparison '* the city below the hill " 
was also divided into thirtv sections and the avera*jes for each section 
worked out. I'his material forms the basis of the series of articles 
which, accomi)anicd by illustrative maps appear in this pamphlet. 

There are reasons wh\' the region selected is especial l\* adapted 
to sociological investigation. It is naturally homogeneous, not as to 
nationalities, but as to the social scale of its residents. It is a district 



the boundaries of which conform with natural conditions. Climb the 
hill, crossing anywhere our western limit, and one emerges at once 
into the habitat of the upper middle class. Cross McGill street and 
one is forthwith among warehouses and oflfice buildings, wherein no 
residential population can be found. Beyond Centre street lies that 
special district of Point St. Charles, which is almost an independent 
suburb by itself, being sustained by employment furnished in the 
offices and workshops of the G. T. R. Only to the southward, as 
one crosses Laprairie street, or that imaginary line — in the vicinity of 
Fulford and Dominion streets -which separates the city from St. 
Cunegonde, does one ask why our census stopped here rather than at 
a point beyond. 

One more consideration gives to the study of this section an 
added interest. The wage-earners among our people are drawn 
almost exclusively from three nationalities, the French-Canadian, the 
Irish-Canadian, and the British-Canadian. In this district, and in no 
other considerable area throughout the entire city, are these three 
nationalities blended together in not ver\' unequal proportions. The 
study of any other working-class region would be the study of but 
one predominating nationality. Here we can study a class rather 
than a race. 

Satisfied then that the district selected is one especially adapted 
to give returns which may fairly be taken to represent industrial 
Montreal and may be used when comparing figures with other cities, 
let me in closing this introductory outline give the topics under which 
will be treated the material made available by this census. 

2. Employment, where furnished and to what extent. 

3. The composition of the typical family. 

4. Family incomes and workers' wages. 

5. The homes of the industrial class. 

6. Comparative rentals. 

7. Density of population and overcrowding in the home. 

8. The poor of the ** West End." 

9. The death rate and some of its lessons. 

10. Nationalities, their location and distribution. 

There are among the dwellers of "the city above the hill " not a 
few, we believe, who have the wellfare of their fellow-men at heart. 
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who realize that there is no influence more elevating than the pr(>|H.T 
home, who acknowledjje that there is need for improvement in the 
matter of housing the working classes of this city, and who would 
be willing to assist any movement of a semi-philanthropic character 
having for its object the erection of proper homes for the families of 
working men. These persons are business men. They are not those 
who take things for granted. They require to have demonstrated 
to them in black and white the local need for action and the 
conditions — changing with every locality— to which it would be 
needful to conform to meet the needs of the case, and, at the same 
time, yield reasonable financial returns. 

For such as these this series of articles is especially intended. 
I hope before many months to be able to .supplement it with .still 
another paper, demonstrating, from actual experiment, that " Philan- 
t'lropy and 5 per cent." in Montreal, as elsewhere, can be combined. 
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II. 



Employment. 

py/ij' this should be tlu first matter considered — The figures on Map B. 
• explained — The four questions considered — ist. : As to what portions 
of the lo7ver city are employing and what residential ; 2nd: Where 
the chief industrial establishments are located and the amount of 
employment they furnish ; jrd : As to the character of tlie tvork, the 
proportion of ivomen and children and the kinds of labor upon ivhich 
they are employed : 4th : As to ivhether the district furnishes homes for 
all therein employed — Conclusion : Why this section is eminently fitted 
for philanthropic investment. 

One of the first matters worthy of consideration in our study of 
*' the city below the hill " is the location and distribution, the quantity 
and character of the employment therein furnished. We have already 
learned that the district furnishes homes for nearly thirty-eight 
thousand persons, and we now further desire to ascertain where and 
how these residents secure that employment whereby they are enabled 
to subsist. In choosing a home, all other circumstances being equal, 
the wage-earner prefers to locate in the vicinity of his dail)' work, 
and, therefore, unless counteracting conditions are found to exist, the 
prevalence of centres of large employment will be accompanied by 
an abundance of dwellings not far distant. 

Map H shows the area under consideration divided into thirty 
sections for purposes of comparative examination. Certain figures 
will be noticed inscribed within the limits of each section and these 



first demand explanation. Just above the Roman letters which 
designate the section is set forth the number of places therein 
furnishing employment. Every establishment, from the large factory 
with several hundred workmen to the corner grocery which employs 
but one clerk, is here included as a place of employment. To the 
left of the section number is found the totality of persons therein 
employed, to the right the number of " labor units* *' thereby 
represented. In the centre we have the number of " labor units " per 
acre, and below this again the average number of " labor units " for 
each place of employment. Finally in the lower right hand corner 
of the section is a plus or minus quantity representing the excess or 
lack of wage- workers employed compared with wage-earners resident 
within the given section. The meaning of the figures on the map can 
be made clearer by illustration : Take section I as an example. We 
find that there are within its boundaries 60 places of employment, 
wherein 1698 persons, represented by 1465 "labor units" are employed ; 
that this section gives employment at the rate of 125^^ " labor units " 
per acre of territory ; that on an average 24^^ " labor units " are 
assignable to each establishment; and lastly that 1441 ///^^/-^ wage- 
earners obtain work within its limits than reside therein. 

From these data we are enabled, by comparing the corresponding 
figures of the several sections, to draw definite conclusions upon the 
following matters : 

1st. As to what sections throughout the district may be termed 
" employing " and what " residential " and the location of these in 
groups. 

2nd. As to the location and distribution of the larger industrial 
establi.shments and the amount of employment furnished throughout 
the " employing belt." 



*The term ** lalwr unit '' is to he thus understood : A man is taken as the unit of 
me.isiirement. A woman is regarded as represenlintj ^2 and a child }^ ot this unit. Thus 
four ).)ers(ms, one man, one woman and two children would represent two " lal)or units." 
Where the number of ** labor units," as in section 10, is nearly e(jual to the numljer 
employed, it is obvious that woman and child laljor in this section exist to a very inconsider- 
able extent ; when, however, as is the case in section 2, there is apparent a great difference 
between the left and right hand numbers, this signifies that here many women and children 
Bnd work. 
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3rd. As to the character of the employment and the propor- 
tionate amount therein of woman and child labor. 

4th. As to whether the city under the hill employs more persons 
than it supplies with homes. 

1st. The total number of places of labor throughout the entire 
area of "the city below the hill" is reckoned at 1442. In these 
establishments 16,237 persons find work, a figure represented by 
14,289 " labor units." This does not include the employers, who 
would probably number 2000 more. Coming to the first aspect of 
the question, viz., the separation of the sections into those of employ- 
ment and those of residence, we observ^e at once that no section 
within the district fails to furnish at least some employment, though 
the amount may vary greatly from 1588 units in section 16 to 3 units 
in section 9. If we arrange the sections in their order between these 
extremes as follows : 16 — i — 21 —4 — 29 — 27 — 1 1 — 23 — 2 — 22 — 20 — 
19 — 5 — 30 — 17 — 28 — 26 — 3 — 13 — 24 — 18 — 14 — 8 — 12 — 25 — 7 — ID 
— 6 — 15 — 9, we find that the first sixteen .sections above quoted 
(alone excluding section 17) provide employment for 14,000 persons, 
that is to say, contain 90 per cent, of all the employment furnished. 
In each of the fourteen remaining sections the number of persons 
employed is less than the number of wage-earners resident therein. 
The former group of sections therefore, which have been distinguished 
upon the map by means of parallel broken lines, may rightly be 
characterized as '* employing" and the latter as "residential" localities. 

The location of these "employing" sections is readily apparent. 
They will be found to occupy the northern and eastern portions of 
our lower city. A band of territory not unlike a broad fish-hook, 
with its pomt at Windsor street, its back at McGill street, and its 
.shank following the banks of the canal, will include the "employing" 
sections of the district. There are a few places of employment lying 
outside of this belt, but only four of these provide work for o\cr 100 
employes, not more than twenty employ over 25 persons, and, with ex- 
ception of sections 24 and 6, nowhere outside of the " employing belt " 
will the establishments of any section average 5 "labor units " each. 

2nd. And now, secondly, as to the location and distribution of 
the industrial establishments throughout the " employing belt " and 
the amount of employment by them furnished. 
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The district which lies between Lagauchetiere and Xotre Dame 
streets, stretching from St. Alexander to Windsor streets, com- 
prising sections i, 2, 4, 11 and parts of 3 and 5 (but not including 
Windsor Station) in proportion to its extent furnishes more employ- 
ment than any other throughout the lower city. Here are employed 
4927 persons, equivalent to 4160 "labor units,'* which gives an 
average of 80 " labor units " per acre. In this group of sections are 
situated no less than 40 places of considerable employment, estab- 
lishments credited with at least 25 "labor units." Chief among these 
are E. A. Small & Co.'s wholesale clothing establishment, and the 
shoe factories of The Ames-Holden Co. (Ltd.), Jas. Linton & Co., and 
Geo. T. Slater & Sons in section i ; also the shirt factories of Tooke 
Bros, and A. H. Sims & Co., with the Lang Manfg Co., makers of 
confectionery, etc., in section 2. Besides these, several prominent 
firms of roofers, plumbers, makers of electrical supplies, etc., employ- 
ing considerable labor, are to be found in this locality. 

That district which is made up of sections 16, 21 and 22 ranks 
next in importance, judged by the number of " labor units" per acre. 
This group may be credited with 3428 units, or 61 to the acre. 
Herein the nature of the employment varies greatly. In section 16 
the wholesale clothing establishment of H. Shorey & Co., the shoe 
factory of The Whitham Manfg Co., and J. M. Fortier*s cigar factory 
are the most important. In section 21, along McGill street, are to be 
found the cigar factories of Jacobs & Co., and Tasse, Wood & Co., 
Tester & Co.'s candy manufactory, the establishment of the Montreal 
Biscuit Co., and G. H. Harrower's shirt factory, all employment 
centres of considerable importance. Southward from McGill street 
are Watson, Foster & Co.'s wall paper factory. Miller Bros. & Toms' 
machine shop, Ives & Co.'s foundry, and the several works of the 
Royal Electric Co., with a number of lesser foundries and machine 
shops. Esplin's box factory on Duke street, and Davis' tobacco 
factory on Dalhousie street, arc the last outposts af considerable 
employment as one penetrates the residential portion of "Griffmtown." 

Sections 23 and 27, which enclose the canal bas'n, furnish 
employment to the amount of 1579 " labor units," but owing to the 
extent of these sections the average will not exceed 25 units per acre. 
Section 23 contains the machine shops and metal wc^rking establish- 
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ments of J. &JR. Weir, Robert Gardner & Sons, W. C. White, and 
others. Beyond the canal in section 27 are the extensive nail works 
of Peck, Benny & Co., Pillow, Hersey & Co., and the Canada 
Horse Nail Company. Ogilvy's Royal flour mills, the Malleable Iron 
Company's works, and the headquarters of the Sicily Asphalt Co. 
are also to be found here. In summer time one hundred m.en are 
employed about the locks and the canal basin, engaged in unloading 
the regular river boats ; the Government dry dock and the various 
coal companies along the canal also are considerable employers of 
labor. (The G. T. R. offices and shops, although these employ about 
2000 men exclusive of trainmen, etc., are omitted from this calculation.) 

Continuing along the east bank of the canal one finds half a 
dozen extensive establishments between Wellington and Laprairie 
streets. In this district the Canada Sugar Refinery is the largest 
employer of labor. Next in order come Pillow, Hersey & Co.'s 
rolling mills, Belding, Paul & Co.'s silk mills, the rope-walk of the 
Consumers' Cordage Co., the works of the Canada Switch and Spring 
Co., J. W. Windsor's cannery, and the James Shearer Co.'s sash and 
door factory These, together with several lesser establishments in 
this district, will aggregate 1779 " labor units," or 23 to each acre of 
territory. 

The last district for examination in this manner is that com- 
prising sections 26, 19 and 20, lying west of the canal, from 
Wellington bridge to the city limits. The northern portion of this 
district contains several box factories and planing mills, and the new 
station of the Standard Light and Power Co. In the vicinity of the 
Seigneurs street bridge are MacUougalTs foundry and Ogilvy's 
Glenora flour mills. Southwest of these are the Montreal woollen 
mills, the works of the Canada Paint Co., (irier's lumber yards, and 
on the St. Cunegonde boundary line, the factory of the Singer Sewing 
Machine Co. This district claims in all 1392 " labor units " or 25 to 
the acre. 

3rd. W^e will next investigate the matter of the proportionate 
amount of woman and child labor throughout "the city below the hill," 
and ask where and for what purposes this labor is employed. Of the 
total number of persons to be found in its industrial establishments of 
all kinds, 12,5 1 1 or 'j'j per cent, are men, 3266 or 20 per cent, arc women 



and 460 or 3 per cent are boys and girls. In order to discover those 
sections wherein women and child labor is in lanjer proportion we 
have only to note where there is considerable disparity between the 
total number employed and the number of ** labor units ** as set forth 
upon the map. In sections 1, 2, 3, 16. 17, 18. 20, 22, 2;'. 2S and 30 
this difference is most noticeable. In section 1, where are the clothinj:; 
and shoe factories, about 25 per cent, of those cmplojed are wvnnen 
and children. In section 2. which contain.s the shirt factories, 75 i^vr 
cent, of the workers are of this character. Section 16, because of 
the clothing, shoe and cigar factories within its boundaries, will be 
found employing, out of 1957 persons, 730 or 37 per cent, that are 
women and child workers. That section 21 and 22 contain 13 per 
cent, and 28 per cent, respectively of labor other than adult male, is 
due again to the presence of cigar and shirt factories. In the sections 
between William street and the canal female labor is rare owing to 
the heavy nature of the employment. Beyond the canal, out of 3052 
persons emplo\*ed in sections 2^ to 30, 253 are women ami 270 are 
boys and girls. This is about 17 per cent, of the whole numlxT 
there at work. Both women and children mav be found in consider- 
able numbers in the nail works. The silk manufactorv, the cannerv 
and the bag works employ many women ; the sugar refinerx- employs 
boys and the rope w;tlk and the paint works nian\- bt»ys and girls. 
The only establishment immediately west of the canal largely 
employing this kind of labor is in section 20, viz, : the Montreal 
Woollen Mills, where 100 women are to be found. Several other 
sections, such as 17 and 18, contain a high comparative jKTcentago of 
this labor, but the number of persons in reality is not great. When 
the industrial census, upon which these articles arc based, was taken, 
grown lads capable of doing a man's work, were counted as men even 
though not yet of age. This needs to be borne in mind as these have 
been excluded from amont; the child workers. Our ** citv Ix^low the 
hill," then, taken as a representative locality, goes to prove that in 
Montreal the proportion of woman and child workers is not nearly so 
high as in the old land. But a little over one out of every five of our 
rndustrial workers belong to this category and of this fact we may 1k^ 
justly proud. 
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III. 



The Composition of the Family. 

The subject outlined Statistical presentation of available data • The average 
family — Explanation of Map C. — The lodgers y and where they are 
most numerous - The typical family, without the lodger element — 
Variation in size of family — Possible cause for this variation — T7V0 
^popular ideas regarding it tested — Ho7V ivealth and poverty affects 
tlie size of families— The larger family in the real industrial class — 
The value of this and similar information. 



Having investigated, in the previous article, the subject of the 
employment furnished throughout the district under examination, we 
next turn from the study of the workshop to the study of the home, 
and offer a few considerations upon matters affecting family life. 

Two phases of this subject naturally present themselves, since 
two things are necessary to every home, the examination of the family 
occupying and of the habitation occupied. This article is on the 
former theme and is to treat of the composition of the family as it will 
be found to exist in "the city below the hill." More fully explained our 
task is to ascertain, ist, the size of the average family and the local 
variations from this standard ; 2nd, the component parts of the average 
family and the greater or lesser proportion of the several elements in 
certain localities. We will also incidentally endeavor to discover and 
trace the operation of several natural laws ; the object of the whole 
study being to guide us to a right appreciation of proper residential 
requirements for families according to the several localities. 
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In the first place we will make a statistical presentation of the 
available data from which we are to draw our conclusions. In the 
city below the hill dwell 7671 families. These families include 37,652 
persons. Of these persons, 25,051 are from sixteen years of age 
upwards and may be by us regarded as adults. These 25,051 adults 
are divisible into three classes : the wage-earners, male and female, 
numbering 10,853; the home-tenders reckoned at 11,720; and the 
lodgers, who either may or may not be wage earners, in number 2478. 
If we subtract the adults from the total number of persons, the 
remainder, amounting in number to 12,601, will represent the 
children, and this number is again divisible into children of school 
age of whom there are 6948 and yonng children of whom there are 

5653. 

What then is the composition of the typical family? Though it 

may appear strange to the eye, this can best be accurately expressed 

in terms of decimals. The average family contains 4.90 persons. 

Of this number 1.41 work for wages and are the family's support ; 

1.53 remain at home and contribute more or less to its care. To 

every third family there is assignable one lodger, who helps to sw^ell 

the family income, but who, further than this, does not enter into our 

calculations. The average home contains 1.64 children; .91 is of 

school age, while .73 is an infant in the house. 

These proportions may perhaps be expressed more vividly if we 
imagine block to a contain thirty such families. We should 
then expect to find in this block 147 persons, 42 of whom 
would be wage-earners ; 46 of whom would be home-tenders ; 
10 of whom would be lodgers ; 49 of whom would be children, 
of these latter 27 being of school age and 22 being infants at 
home. W^e might carry the analysis of the wage-earning portion 
still further. We noted in our study on employment that 77 
per cent, of those employed were men and grown boys ; 20 per cent, 
children. Of the 42 wage-earners above cited we might reasonably 
expect that 33 would be grown males, 8 would be women and one 
a child. 

That there will be considerable variation from the average 
family, when we come to a comparative examination of the figures 
peculiar to the several sections, is clearly evident. These differences 
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are shown by Map C, to be studied in connection with this article. 
By way then of explaining the accompanying map let it be stated 
that the figures directly over the Roman letters denote — carried to 
the second decimal— the average family for that section ; that the 
figures to the left represent the adult portion of this average family, 
the number above signifying the proportion of wage^arners, the 
figures below the number of home-tenders ; that the figures to the 
right show, when totalled, the entire number of children in the 
average family, the number above representing the proportion of 
school children and that below the proportion of young children ; 
that the figures immediately under the Roman letters indicate the 
proportion of lodgers which would fall to each family of the section 
were it possible for these to be evenly distributed ; and finally, that 
the figures at the very bottom, within each section, express the typical 
family of that locality after the "lodger element" has been eliminated. 
We have seen that the average family, all included, contains 4.90 
persons. Upon examining the map we are struck by the fact that in 
several sections it very considerably exceeds this figure. The con- 
spicuous sections in this regard are 2, i, 5, 3 and 11. These sections 
contain numerous boarding houses, and 20 per cent, of their 
population are lodgers. Now it is obvious that the presence in certain 
sections of such a considerable proportion of an element not truly an 
integral part of the real family, and the absence of this element in 
other sections, renders comparisons unfair until the lodgers have, 

from all calculations, been eliminated. This accomplished, these 
.several sections, previously accredited with unusually large families, 

will not now be found greatly to differ from the others, while our 
typical family ^roiip will contain 4.6 (4'Sg) souls. 

Now, while the fact and extent of the variation between the 
several sections is readily apparent, by the aid of the map, in respect 
to such matters as the size of the family, the prevalence of lodgers, 
the increase or decrease in the wage-earning as well as the home- 
tending element, the number of the children and the relative propor- 
tion of school to infant population, it is a task far more difficult 
to point out any reasonable explanation for these divergencies. This 
is probably due to the fact that our " city below the hill " contains a 
population which, in the matter of social condition, is in the main 
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homogeneous. We find here no wealthy section, nor do we find a 
real " slum district " to compare with it. Take then 4.6 as the 
average for the real family, and it is easy by comparison to note how 
some sections surpass, while others fall below this standard. The 
three sections which now lead the list for large families are Nos. 8, 10 
and 6, all with over five persons. On the other hand, the four 
localities where families are the smallest are 22, 13, 21 and 5, where 
an average of 4j<^ persons per family is rarely exceeded. Between 
these extremes are ranged the other sections, but the order suggests 
little by way of a reason. 

A comparison, however, of the figures of the several sections 
may cause us to modify some preconceived notions and may indicate, 
dimly shadowed, the working of certain natural laws which, though 
subject to constant exception, appear to operate in the main with 
tolerable regularity. 

We are accustomed to say for example that certain nationalities, 
especially the French-Canadian, are remarkable for large families. 
This may be true in other parts of the city, but it does not seem 
to be so for the district now under study. The three sections, Nos. 
8, 10 and 6, which rank first in matter of large families are peopled 
in almost equal proportions by English, Irish and French-Canadians. 
Of the four sections which bring up the rear section 22 is mainly 
Irish, section 13 is four-fifths French, whilst in sections 21 and 5 the 
nationalities arc nearly evenly divided. Again sections 17 to 20, 
immediately below Notre Dame street, show much larger families 
than do sections 12 to 15 just above it, yet all these sections are alike 
prepondcratingly French-Canadian. The size of the family in this 
part of the city does not then appear to depend upon nationality. 

We have also been accustomed to think that the poorer the locality 
the larger the family. The poor man's chief wealth is said to consist 
in abundance of children. Doubtless many individual instances may 
be cited in support of such an hypothesis but averages for a consider- 
able number of families, at least in the district we are examining, 
tend to disprove this theory, Indeed, it is the contrary, rather that 
appears to be nearer the truth. Three out of four of the sections 
remarkable for the smallness of their family averages, are at the same 
time localities wherein the average family incomes are among the 
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lowest to be found. Extremely low income seems an accompaniment 
of especially small families. The belt below Notre Dame street, where 
families are large, is a region of better average incomes and fewer 
poor than the belt above Notre Dame street, where the families are 
not large. Nor, on the other hand, does the family in the best 
sections, such as i, 2, 3, 6, and 9, exceed the average size, sometimes 
even falling below it. Hence the law which appears to the writer to 
be dimly apparent is in effect that neither wealth nor poverty is likely 
on the whole to be accompanied by large average families. These 
are rather to be expected among the middle industrial class, and the 
average number of persons per household decreases as the social 
status of the residents rises above or falls below this level. 

Another matter which invites examination is the adult element 
of the average family and its occupation. Our average family was 
found to contain 2.94 persons no longer children. Of these 1.41 
work to support the family, while 1.53 are supported at home, where 
probably in most cases by the performance of household tasks they 
contribute their part. Here a law seems fairly apparent in that the 
proportion of wage-earners seems gradually to diminish and the 
proportion of home-tenders gradually to increase as one passes from 
an examination of the poorer to that of the more well-to-do sections. 
It is probably a fact that the poorer the locality, the greater the 
pressure to increase the number of contributors to the family purse, 
while the richer the locality the larger the number of those who may 
be allowed to remain at home. 

As to the children, they are relatively most numerous in the 
sections below Notre Dame street and least numerous in those above 
St. Antoine street. As to the division into children of school age 
and infants, beyond noting the fact that the poorer the section the 
more nearly equal arc these two portions, and the better the section 
the more the former exceeds the latter, we venture no conclusions. 

The child element, in the typical family, we found to be expressed 
by the figures 1.64. In an examination, made in connection with 
this census, of 400 families among the very poor, this child average 
was exactly maintained. This fact furnishes additional corroboration 
of our claim that it is not among the very poor that the average 
number of children will exceed the standard. 



20 



It has been asked — *' Has information such as has just been 
presented any value other than as matter of sociological interest ? 
Its practical value appears to the writer to be this. Should the " 
time come when capital shall be ready to be invested in the erection - 
of improved industrial dwellings, it is evident that for its intelligent 
expenditure, in this or that locality, definite knowledge must be in .' 
hand as to the personnel and composition of the average family 
of the section selected. The number and size of the rooms to be 
provided, in the improved dwelling for the average family, will depend 
not only upon the size of the family, but also upon its composition, 
since the larger the proportion of the adult or school-child element 
the more the amount of space and air that will need to be allowed. 

To make a success of this work of improvement we can afford to 
allow no facts to be overlooked. Hence this endeavor. 
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IV. 



Family Incomes and Workers' Wages. 



he iinity\ yet separation of these two topics —Explanation of Map D — 
The family income^ all classes included — How localities vary in this 
respect — The individual income, all classes included — Some noticeable 
variations — The minimum and where it is found — The " Real 
Industrial ClassT 7vho compose it, how large it is — The family 
income in this stratum of society— The wage of the individual worker 
therein — An attempt at an average by sexes — Real value of this 
investigation. 

Examination into the question of the family income and the 
muneration of the wage-earner, when resident within **the city 
low the hill/' will form the subject of this, our fourth sociological 
jdy. Although allied topics these two themes may best be 
nsidered separately and in the above order. With regard to each 
^ will first survey the field as a whole, then consider the character- 
ics of certain localities and finally offer some suggestions regarding 
e utilization of information of this nature. 

Let us turn first then to Map D. and familiarize ourselves with 
e meaning of its figures in order that comparative examination 
ay become possible. Above the Roman characters, by which each 
ction is designated, is the amount of the average family income 
erein per week, all classes included. Immediately below the 
3man letters is the average weekly income per individual for all 
Tsons of the given section. To the left is shown, by percentages, 
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the division of the residents of that section into three classes, viz. : 
above — the well-to-do ; between — the real industrial class, and below 
— the poor. In this article it will be mainly the middle class of 
which we shall treat. The amount specified at the bottom is equiva- 
lent to the average weekly family income among the " real industrial 
class " ; while to the right is expressed the average weekly earnings 
per wage-worker among this same order. The meaning of these 
terms will become clearer as we proceed. 

We have already learned that there are 7671 families resident 
within **thc city below the hill." As near as can be ascertained these 
families receive, each week, an aggregate amount of not less than 
eighty-five thousand dollars. This means eleven dollars per week to 
each family. We have also found that these families include 37,652 
persons. This gives, on an average, an allowance of two dollars and 
a quarter per week to each individual. Eleven dollars per family^ 
two and a quarter dollars per individual^ these then are the standards oj 
average living in ^^ the city belo7v the hill^ 

Some sections exceed, while others fall below this limit of average 
income. Turning to the map and comparing the localities with one 
another, we note that, as a rule, the family income is highest in the 
group of sections north of St. James street. 1 he average here for 
the ten sections, Xos. i to 10, is $12.64, ^^'^^^ only two sections, viz : 
5 and 8 falling below this figure. Section 9 leads the list Avith an 
average of nearly $16.00 while sections 3, 6, 2, 7 and 4, in the 
order mentioned, complete the list of the six best sections within 
the entire nether city. Next in order of merit for generous incomes 
are the belts between Notre Dame and William streets, sections 16 
to 20, where the average family income is $1 1.4 1, and below the canal, 
Nos. 28 to 30, showing a combined average of $1 1.42. Then follows 
the strip between St. James and Notre Dame streets, sections 1 1 to 
15, averaging $10.59. Finally there is that group lying between 
William street and the canal, where the lowest group average of $9.26 
is to be found. There arc six sections, with reference to belts, 
where the average family income falls below $10.00. There are Nos. 
12, 13, 24, 22, 21 and 21 with a range from $9.87 in the first to $8.03 
in the last meationed. As we shall see when we come to study 
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"poverty," it is absence of the well-to-do and prevalence of the very 
poor which in these localities so reduce the average family income. 

Two dollars and twenty-five cents, it will be remembered, was 
the amount determined upon as the average share per individual of 
the weekly income. Comparison of family with individual incomes 
brings out several noticeable facts. Arranging the sections in order 
of merit, the northern strip is still found as a whole to give the best 
average per person, but sections i, 5 and 8 have slipped down towards 
the lower end of the list. Sections 12 and 13 make a better showing 
here than they did in the matter of the family incomes. Sections 21 
to 24, however, still bring up the rear, and in these sections, com- 
prising the major part of old Griffintown, one dollar and seventy- 
five cents per week, or twenty-Jive cents a day, is the amount upon 
which the average resident finds it necessary to live. 

But this paper is to deal more especially with the real industrial 
class. It is then necessary that we determine who belong properly 
to this order. Among the families below the hill no less than 1176, 
or 15^ per cent, of the total number, were classified by the canvas- 
sers either in accord with their own information or because of their 
obviously comfortable surroundings, as " well-lo-do," that is in receipt 
of an average income of not less than $20.00 per week, or a thousand 
dollars a year. This number included proprietors, managers, pro- 
fessional men, store-keepers and a few families wherein the combined 
income of several workers yielded a generous income. It is plain, 
however, that to include these, together with their profits or salaries, 
when seeking to ascertain the income of the real industrial class 
would unduly elevate the figures. On the other hand there were 
discovered by the canvassers families to ihe number of 888 which, 
for reasons to be studied later, were living upon incomes not exceed- 
ing five dollars per week. These latter families and their meagre 
earnings should also be deducted from the original figures in order to 
prevent them from being unduly depressed by the presence of an 
clement not properly belonging to the class now under study. The 
" well-to-do " and the " submerged tenth," which together constitute 
twenty-seven per cent, of the whole number, having been deducted, 
there remains 5607 families to be by us regarded as the real industrial 
class and as such examined. When then wc ascertain that these 
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5607 families have an a<;gregate weekly income of $57,139.03, we 
conclude that $10.20 per family, or eighty cents less than the amount 
established as the avqrage income when all classes were included, 
expresses the average weekly income among the real industrial class 
of the nether city. By way of further verification, were we to select 
the sixteen sections, designated by inner broken lines upon Map D, 
wherein 75 per cent, or more of the inhabitants are of the class in 
question, we would find that the average for these was $10.07. From 
$10.00 to $10.23 A'' w'^^^^i then, is the faimly income of the real 
industrial class. As to variation on the part of the several localities 
from this standard, an examination of Map D. will make these 
apparent to such as care to pursue their researches further. 

One final matter requires consideration before we abandon this 
subject. What is the average remuneration of the individual 
industrial wage-earner in " the city below the hill ?" The amount 
previously specified as receivable weekly by all the families of this 
class was earned by 7794 persons giving an average of %'/.}iZ for the 
earnings of each worker. Taking only the sixteen typical industrial 
sections before referred to and submitting their figures to a similar 
test the result is $7.21, or twelve cents less. We are safe then in 
concluding that between $7.20, and $7.35 per week, or about $1.20 
per da}\ is the average wage per worker, taking as a whole the real 
industrial class of the west end. We have not accurate data upon 
which to determine the approximate wage of the se.xes, but since in 
our .second paper we learned to expect to find in each group of wage- 
earners 20 per cent, of them to be women, and 3 per cent, to be 
children, this proportion being maintained, there would be, among 
the 7794 mixed workers, 6000 men, 1560 women, and 234 children. 
If the men earned $8.25 per week, the women $4 50 per week, and 
the children $3.00 per week, it would account for the $57,139.00, the 
total amount earned by the aforesaid 7794 mixed workers. This 
estimate is but conjectural, yet it does not seem likely to be far wide 
of the mark. 

This average per wage-earner of %T.ll is not maintained in all 
parts of the nether city. This is apparent by a glance at Map D. 
In this calculation, however, it is the average for the largest number 
that is to us of most value and therefore we will not here call 
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attention to the deviations in various sections. The study of fHWorty, 
yet to follow, will bring out local differences to better advantage. 

We will not undertake a comparison of wages between Montreal 
and other cities. Nowhere else do I know of a study workcil out 
upxDn exactly similar lines. We may be able, however, when the 
next Dominion census is taken, to compare results with results, and 
ascertain — what is of greater value — whether the number of the well- 
to-do is increasing, the number of poor diminishing, and whether the 
average wages of the real industrial class throughout " the city below 
the hill" are advancing. If these conditions be then found present, 
we may consider that our city has truly prospered. The real measure 
of advance in any city is not the increa.sc in the number of very 
wealthy men, nor of handsome residences, but in the impn)vcd 
condition of the middle indu.strial clas.s. Increase in ability to 
surround themselves with influences which improve the mind, morals 
and health of this part of the community means elevation for society 
from its foundations, whereby all above is also raised. For signs of 
such advancement we will all watch with eagerness. 
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The Homes of the Wage- Earners. 



'^he theme outlined — What the ideal home should provide - Map E explained 
and illustrated — ist : The number of persons per building and 
te*>ements per house here and elsewhere. Advantages and disadvantages 
of the small house— 2nd : The rear tenement. Its prevalence, the 
dangers arising from it and the 7vay to secure its abolition — jrd : 
The privy pit. Where most numerous. How it may be caused to 
disappear. Why there is no excuse for its continued presence — 
4th : The number of rooms in the average tenement. Local 
variations. Comparison with Glasgotv —Conclusion — The difference 
between the average and the ideal home should constitute a summons 
to action. 

We are now come to the point where investigation is necessary 
as to residential conditions in " the city below the hill." Before we 
can take up the study of comparative rentals we must know some- 
thing regarding the differing, accommodation which the several 
localities provide. We have then as our present task to answer a 
series of questions as these : — 

I. St. Does the industrial class of the west-end, as a rule, occupy 
lofty tenement houses or small dwellings ? 

2nd. Is any considerable portion of our people to be found in 
rear tenements ? 

3rd. What sanitary accommodation do the several localities 
provide ? 
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4th. How many rooms, on an average, constitute a home and 
how greatly does this number vary with different sections ? 

I think we will all agree that the ideal home is one where the 
front door is used by but one family, where the house faces upon a 
through street, where water-closet accommodation is provided, and 
where there arc as many rooms allotted to a family as there are 
persons composing it. That this ideal is by no means universally 
attained goes without saying. By means of the accompanying map 
we can note how far the different localities fall short of this desired 
standard and, having thus acquainted ourselves with the extent of 
the deficiency of each we can more intelligently consider in our 
next article the matter of comparative rentals. A few words of 
explanation, however, are here necessary with regard to map E. The 
figures above the section number denote the average number of 
tenements per dwelling house. The percentage to the right indicates 
the relative proportion of front and rear tenements, the percentage to 
the left the proportionate sanitary equipment, while the figures below 
signify the average number of rooms to a family in the section 
under consideration. If, for example, we take section i, the average 
number of tenements, (families) to each residential building therein, 
will be seen to be 1.46 ; of these tenements 89 per cent, front on the 
street and 1 1 per cent, on lanes or rear courts ; of the occupied 
tenements 81 per cent, are provided with water closets and 19 per 
cent, with privies ; while there are 6.28 rooms on an average for each 
family. 

It may be of interest at the commencement of our enquiry to 
compare the number of persons per dwelling house, as ascertained 
for several large American cities, with our figures in this regard for 
the district under consideration. According to the United States 
census, the number of persons to a dwelling house in Philadelphia 
was 5.6, in Baltimore it was 6.2, in Chicago 8.6 and in New York 
18.52. Taking into consideration the poor districts only in these 
same cities these figures were advanced in Philadelphia to 7.34 
(KTsons per dwelling house, in Baltimore to 7.71, in Chicago to 15.51, 
and in New York to 36.78. Now our "city below the hill" can 
scarcely in fairness be contrasted with the former series of averages 
for it does not contain the usual proportion of larger residences occupied 
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by single families, nor, on the other hand, can it be justly compared 
M'ith the so-called "poor districts" of the above cited cities ; it would 
need then to tje compared with a mean between the two series, and 
so, when the average dwelling house is found to contain eight persons, 
this figure proves that " the city below the hill," is rather one of 
small residential buildings like Philadelphia and Baltimore, than of 
lofty tenements like New York and Chicago. In fact, the average 
house throughout '* the city below the hill," accommodates two 
families, one being above the other below, as may be proven not only 
by observation but also by our special census which showed 4709 
separate buildings to contain 8390 tenements, or on an average 1.78 
per building. There is much variation between sections as to the 
number of tenements which the average house in each contains. The 
seven sections wherein this number is lowest, viz., Nos. 4, 3, 2, 1, 5, 7, 
and 8, ranging from 1.25 to 1.58— are all to be found above St. James 
street. On the other hand the seven sections, wherein the average 
number of tenements per building is the greatest — viz., Nos. 12, 13, 
14, 15, 18 and 20— lie on both sides of Notre Dame street between 
Chaboillez square and the city limits. Nowhere, however, do we find 
a section averaging more than 2.15 tenements per building, the case 
in section 13. The fact that the wage-earner of western Montreal 
dwells in a small building is not without its effect upon him and his 
family. It tends to make him independent and self-reliant, preser\'ing 
as it does all that pertains to separate family life. This state of 
affairs is without doubt more conducive t(^ health and good morals 
than if the many were herded together in huge caravansaries where 
privacy was impossible. There are also, however, some disadvantages. 
The small house means but few ratepayers per acre, and this on 
expensive land, means high rentals or mean accommodation for those 
who occupy. Small houses mean enhanced cost of heating, and since 
it is easier to inspect a limited number of large dwellings than many 
small ones, insanitary conditions are permitted to remain, in connec- 
tion with small houses in out-of-the way places, which would be noticed 
and abolished by the authorities did they exist on a larger scale. On 
the whole, however, I am inclined to regard the advantages of the 
small house, occupied by few families, asoutweighing the disadvantages 
attendant upon this condition of living. 
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2nd. The second task set for us is to answer the query : Is any 
considerable proportion of our people to be found in rear tenements ? 
It is somewhat difficult to define just what constitutes a rear 
tenement. Those buildings facing upon back yards or courts, to 
which entrance from the main street is by a covered passage or a 
narrow lane, where the buildings are so concealed by those in front as 
scarcely to be visible from the thoroughfare without, such are rear 
tenements without question. In our investigation, however, we have 
also come to regard many dwellings, facing upon a passage-way 
(perchance dignified by the title of '* Avenue " or " Terrace '*), so 
narrow and so remote from the street that the disadvantages of the 
rear tenement were all present, as entitled to be classed in the same 
category. Including such the total number of rear tenements 
discovered, in the course of our special census of the district, was 860 
or an average, if evenly distributed, of about one in ten homes for 
every section. Certain sections — see map E— such as 13, 12 and 11, 
greatly exceed this average, the first with 39 per cent., the second 
with 29 per cent, and the third 23 per cent, of rear tenements. The 
neighboring sections to these in the same lateral belt, viz., 14 and 15, 
also exceed the average, as also do sections i, 2 and 16. Section 9 
is absolutely free from this evil, while sections 6 and 10 are nearly so. 
The presence of the rear tenement always renders a neighborhood 
less desirable for residence. It is not only bad in itself but it take* 
up the 'Space, light and air which properly belong to the house in. 
front of it. The rear tenement is rarely well built, and, being hidden 
from the public eye, is oftimes permitted to be occupied long after it 
has fallen into such a state of decay that it is no longer fit for human 
habitation. If one desires to find where drunkenness and crime, 
disease and death, poverty and distress are most in evidence in 
western Montreal, he has only to search out the rear tenements. 
The typical rear tenement is either an ancient wooden cottage of the 
rural habitant type or a two-storey building encased in refuse bricks 
and reached by rickety wooden stairs and galleries. It is high time 
in Montreal that the majority of these hovels were condemned as 
unfit for habitation, and that our City Council were empowered by 
legislature to confiscate and demolish such as were not, within a 
reasonable period, torn down or removed by their owners. It is 
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already within the power of the City Council to prevent the erection 
of further buildings of this t\pc, and if we are to keep pace with the 
advanced municipalities of the old land we must go a step further 
and give to the civic authority, as representing the public welfare, the 
right to interfere even with what are known as private interests and 
vested rights, when these latter are, as in this case, a menace to the 
welfare of the community. The rear tenement must go. 

3rd. We now come to a consideration of the sanitary accom- 
modation to be found in " the city below the hill." It will doubtless 
be unexpected information to many of the citizens of the upper city 
—where such a thing is unknown — to learn that that relic of rural 
conditions, that insanitary abomination, the out-of-door-pi t-in-the- 
ground privy, is still to be found in the densely populated heart of 
our city. - That the privy pit is a danger to public health and morals 
needs no demonstration, and yet in " the city below the hill " more 
than half tJie households are dependent entirely upon such accommo- 
dation. This evil is naturally greatest in the older residential 
quarters where many of the dwellings were erected before the day 
of proper drainage, and where the ideas of their owners, upon what 
constitutes proper accommodation for tenants, are as antiquated as 
their crumbling properties. There is a map in my office whereon are 
colored in yellow all blocks of buildings containing only proper 
sanitary accommodation, and whereon the presence of the privy 
abomination is designated by shades of purple from violet to nearly 
black according to its prevalence. The sections above St. Antoine 
street are upon this map mostly yellow. Between Mountain and 
Richmond streets this favorable color comes down as far as St. James 
street Beyond Canning street it again creeps down to Dominion 
avenue. This irregular strip and occasional faces along St. James 
and Notre Dame streets, are the onh- considerable patches of yellow 
color upon the entire map, are in fact the only neighborhoods of any 
extent throughout the nether city where water-closet accommodation 
is universal. Turning to ma|) IC we note that the belt composed of 
sections 1 to 10 contains but 22 per cent, of privies, although 4 and 5 
greatly exceed this average. Section 9 alone is wholly excm])t, 
though section 6 is nearly so. The .second belt, made up of sections 
II to 15, contains proper and improper sanitary accommodation in 
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about equal proportion. The third belt, sections i6 — 20, is sh<;htl 
inferior to its predecessor, only 44 per cent, of the families her 
having water-closet privileges. It is reserved, however, for o\ 
Griffintown to surpass all other localities in unenviable pre-cminenc 
in this regard. Throughout that belt (see sections 21 to 26 on ma 
E) o/i/v one faniiiy in four have water-closet accommodation. 1 
certain sections of it fsuch as 22, 25 and 26) the proportion wit 
proper sanitar>' equipment is but one tenement in every five. No 
is there much improvement beUnv the canal for the percentage o 
families using privies throughout sections 28 to 30 reaches 72 pei — 
cent. On this score then the localities above St. James street ar^r- 
most advanced in the process of ridding themseh/es of this evil ,-. 
those sections bordering the canal and within the limits of Griffintowr» 
are most backward and in great need of attention and amelioratinj^r 
effort. 

The number of privies, throughout the entire city of Montreal , 
has considerably diminished during the past five years. Although* 
there are to-day 3000 less of them than in 1S91, the total number at 
the beginning of 1S96 was still nearly 5800. It certainly does not: 
seem to me that the work of eradicating this evil is being pushed 
forward with the energy and despatch which the urgency of the case 
deman,ds. The evil is still so wide-spread and abundant that only 
drastic measures, born of persistent agitation, will suffice to extirpate 
it. It is now quite in order to prohibit the erection of further privies 
within the city limits, and it would not be going too far were our 
corporation to provide, by by-law, that, if, after a reasonable period 
had elapsed — say two or three years from date — any landlord within 
the city limits shall thereafter continue to be the owner of a privy, 
he shall be taxed for it at the rate of $10.00 ])er annum until he be 
thus forced to abate the same as a public nuisance. There is no 
excuse for permitting this evil longer to exist. There is not a street 
or lane in our nether city which has not a water service. Only a few 
small alleys are without a drainage system. Not one house in twenty 
could plead exemption upon this score. But exen if a water-closet 
in e\ery home is a thing as yet unattainable, we can at least where 
ULxessary, adopt the Birmingham pail system, whereby all night-soil 
is collected and removed once in every twenty-four hours. Even this 
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iprovement would remove many of the most objectionable features 
the privy pit as we know it. This much of an advance we might 
least make. Would that Montreal might enter the twentieth 
ntury with this reform an accomplished fact. 

4th. Our last consideration in regard to the homes of the west- 
d is with reference to the number of rooms the average family 
cupies and how this number varies with different sections. The 
ecial industrial census, already so frequently referred to, showed 
at the 7671 families in " the city below the hill " occupied 38,543 
3ms. It will be seen that the average is a trifle over five (5-02) 
3ms per home. This indeed compares favorably with other cities, 
le best district in Glasgow averages but a trifle over four rooms 
r family. The locality which makes the best showing is section 9 
lich boasts 7^ rooms for every family. The order of merit is then 
follows : — Sections 9, 3, 2, 6, i, 8, 4, 10, 11, 5, 19, 14, 17, 16, 29, 7» 
, 23, 22, 30, 12, 21, 15, 25, 18, 28, 24, 27, 13, 26. 

It will be seen that, with the exception of No. 7, every section 
ove St. James street shows an average of at least ^j4 rooms per 
nily. In fact, the combined average of sections i — 10 is over six 
3ms per family. This high average, however, does not characterize 
i remaining portion of ** the city below the hill." Four and a half 
3ms per famiiy seems elsewhere about the usual rule. In the belt 
tween St. James and Notre Dame streets the average is 4^2 rooms, 
that belt which lies between Notre Dame and William streets it is 
rooms. In old Griffintown it is 4yV, while across the canal it is 4^ 
3ms. There are in all these sections a certain number of homes 
:upied by families hardly belonging to the real industrial class ; 
jbably if these were deducted from the calculation we would find 
s average home of the west-end industrial worker still to contain at 
ist four rooms. 

Dr. Russell, the head of the Glasgow Health Department, 
responsible for the published statement that of every one hundred 
nilies in that city 30 per cent, live in one room, 44 per cent, in two 
3ms, 15 per cent, in three rooms, and only 11 per cent, in four 
3ms and upwards. How far superior are the conditions which we 
ve been examining ? This can be demonstrated by comparing 
th the above figures those of that section of the nether city most 
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likely to approximate similar conditions. Take, therefore, section 13, 
where the average number of rooms reaches the lowest limit known 
to our limited experience— a little under four (3.99) rooms per family 
— and we find that in this section there is not a family living in a 
single room, but 14 per cent, of the families having only two rooms, 
31 percent, with three rooms, 31 per cent, with four rooms, 9 per 
cent, with five rcx)ms, while 1 5 per cent, with six rooms or more. 
The comparison is overwhelmingly in our favor. 

And now we have about covered the ground set apart for the 
present study. If wc could imagine ten average families coming to 
settle within ** the city below the hill " the division of accommodation 
among them may be expressed as follows : One family might secure 
an entire house to itself, but nine families must needs share theirs' 
with another. Nine families might dwell facing the street, but one 
would have to live in the rear. Five families might have proper 
sanitary accommodation, but as many more would have to put up 
with the pit privy. Three families might have six rooms, four families 
might have five rooms, while the homes of the remaining three would 
contain four rooms. This, then, represents the home average for the 
dwellers of the west-end. There is still need for much effort before 
the home average can be brought up to the standard of the home 
ideal set forth in the introduction to this article. 






mer and a furnace-man in winter, but still the ratio of neariy one 
family in every four without steady ivork, seems alarmingly high and 
explains much of the poverty. The relative proportion of irregularity 
in employment varies greatly with the locality, but increases as one 
approaches the water front. In the belt above St. James street, the 
proportion is but one family in eight, between St. James and 
William streets it is one family in every five, beyond the canal it is 
one family in four, while between William street and the canal the 
proportion is i7vo families out of every five. Think of it, of fifteen 
hundred families in all "Griflfintown," six hundred do not know what 
it is to have a regular income and steady work. It is not at all 
improbable that these six hundred families could furnish nearly 
an equal number of able-bodied men to any local enterprise which, 
during the winter, would offer a living wage. With most of 
the wage-earners of these families the programme for the year 
is as follows : — Work upon the wharves in summer and odd 
jobs of any sort during during five long winter months. When 
spring arrives, overdue rent and debt at the corner grocery have 
so mortgaged the coming summer's earnings that saving becomes 
impossible. This irregularity of work is doubtless the main 
cause of poverty, for the prolonged idleness unfits many a man for 
steady work even when he at length succeeds in getting it. Once 
irregular always irregular is apt to be true, and irregularity, demoral- 
ization and poverty is the order of descent. 

It may not be at this point out of place to consider briefly the 
liquor question in its bearing upon the subject under examination. 
Whether the sale of intoxicants is the cause of irregular employment 
and poverty, or whether idleness and want bring into being and main- 
tain the liquor stores we will not attempt to decide. This fact is, 
however, apparent to the observer, that ivherever poverty and irregularity 
are most prevalent^ there the opportunities for drunkenness are most 
frequent. Throughout "the city below the hill," there are, all 
told, 105 licensed saloons and 87 liquor selling groceries. Of these, 
28 saloons and 9 groceries are to be found in sections 3, 5 and 1 1, in 
close proximity to the Windsor and Bonaventure stations, where it is 
apparent that they are sustained more by the travelling public than 
by the residential population. These sections can then fairly be 
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VI. 



Comparative Rentals. 



'^a/ a rental map by blocks tvill shmv — A few generalizations Map F. 
and its explanation — The average rental J or the typical home — 
Variations according to situation — The belts compared — Hotv sanitary 
equipment affects rental values — What proportion rental takes of 
income — Some instances of very lo7V rentals— Recapitulation — Hotv to 
avoid the most common mistake of philanthropic investtnent in 
workingmen^s homes. 

In our preceding article we considered the homes of " the city 
t>elow the hill." We learned what the dwelling place of the average 
^^mily offered by way of situation, sanitary convenience and room 
^pace. We noted also the local variations from the standard. We 
^re now therefore prepared (ist) to enter upon a consideration of the 
^ost of such accommodation to the average family ; (2nd) to examine 
^low this amount varies according to the locality ; (3rd) to consider 
certain other conditions which influence rental values, and, (4th), to 
ascertain how large a proportion of his income the average wage- 
earner finds it necessary to set aside for rent. 

A map of the district under examination hangs upon my study 
wall. It shows by graduated colors how rental values vary with 
every block. Where the average family rental for a block reaches or 
exceeds $20 per month a light lemon color is used ; where the 
average falls below $5 per month a deep chocolate tint renders this 
fact apparent. From lemon to chocolate are nine shades of color, 
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each representing a lower rental as the color deepens. A glance 
at this map sug^sts a few generalizations. It is noticeable that 
the bands of lighter color as a rule border the streets which run the 
length of our nether city. Lagauchetiere street shows a high rental 
average for that portion within the district. St. Antoine street, 
especially from Mountain street to the city limits, is also evidently 
lined with residences of the better class. St. James and Notre Dame 
streets, though occasionally showing a darker tint for a block or two, 
indicate a higher than ordinary' rental average. It is upon streets 
running at right angles with these main thoroughfares that lower 
rentals predominate. The darkest spots of all, representing the 
lowest rentals, will be found upon short side streets, or blind alleys 
and in rear courts. Near the city limits these dark spots grow more 
frequent, but their presence here, as we shall see, is less ominous than 
when they occur in localities nearer to the city centre. 

Map F, accompanying this article, regards our district as divided 
not into blocks, but into sections. It deals with averages obtained 
by grouping together a number of contiguous blocks. Consequently 
the higher rentals of the main thoroughfares are neutralized by those 
of the less frequented streets, giving a resultant not fairly representing 
either class, but still of value for purposes of general comparison. 
An explanation of this map is therefore next in order. Above the 
Roman letters, designating the number of the section, will be found 
the average rental throughout this group of blocks, together with the 
number of rooms which that sum will here procure. Below is the 
average rental value per room. To the left is indicated the grade of 
accommodation, estimated upon the proportion of families in ever)' 
hundred that have water-closet accommodation. (Thus section 9, 
every dwelling therein being properly equipped, is graded at ICX), 
while section 22, with but one properly equipped dwelling out of five, 
is rated at 20.) To the right is shown how large a proportion of the 
average family income is required to pa\' the rent. With these data 
before us we will take up our four points. 

1st. If the rental for every' family of the 7671 within the "city 
below the hill," were equal, the amount would be about $8.75 per 
month. In return for this sum, as we have seen, five rooms might be 
expected ; there would be nine chances out of ten that the home 
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^vould be upon an open street and one chance in two that it would 
contain proper sanitary conveniences. As this gives an average 
rental value of $1.75 per room, were a family to need only four rooms 
the rental should fall to $7.00, while for six rooms $10.50 would seem 
a reasonable charge. * I am quite aware that averages, obtained by 
combining the figures of sections so different in character, are not of 
much real value, yet it is worth while noticing that for the real 
industrial sections these general estimates do not come very wide of 
the mark. 

2nd. Great indeed is the variation from the average standard in 

this matter of rentals. For instance we have in section 3 an average 

rental almost reaching $16.00, while in section 26 it is but $6.30 per 

month. Location is a most important factor in determining rental 

values, and by grouping sections according to natural affinities we 

may measure the popular estimate of certain neighborhoods on this 

score, (a) Considenng as a whole that group of sections which lies 

above St. James street, we find that here the highest amounts are 

paid for rent. Sections i to 10 combined show a rental average of 

$12.30 per dwelling or $1.94 per room. In .sections 2, 3, 6 and 9, 

about $15.00 per month is the ruling figure, while only in sections 5 

and 10 does the average rental fall below $10.00. Equally good 

accommodation is of higher cost in the northern than in the southern 

end of this belt. Thus, though only 81 percent, and 84 per cent, of 

the dwellings in sections 2 and 3 have water-closet accommodation, 

while every residence in section 9 is suitably equipped, rents are 

proportionately higher near Windsor street than they are in the 

neighborhood of the city limits, (b) With the exception of sections 1 1 

and 16 — which, because of the hotels they contain, do not present fair 

comparative averages — no section below St. James street, exhibits a 

rental standard exceeding $8.50 per family. Taking that group of 

eight sections which lie between Chaboillez square and the city limits, 

Nos. 12 to 15 and Nos. 17 to 20, the average rental is slightly under 

$7.50 per family. As this is an industrial section par excellence this 

estimate may be taken as fairly indicating the average rental for 

fiimilies of the working class, (c) Between W^illiam street and the canal 

the average rental falls to $6.67 per family, though it is just possible 

that our figures hardly do this locality justice owing to the custom, 
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somewhat prevalent, of paying lower rentals in winter and higher in 
summer, (d) Belowthe canal therental average falls yet lower to $6.57, 
for this amount, however, more room space being here given than in 
" Griffintown." A room costs less in section 30 than anywhere else 
within our nether city. It may be laid down as a rule that the rental 
value per room will steadily decline as one draws away from the 
employing centres and towards the outskirts of the city. It is evident 
that the wage-earner who is blessed with a large family, and who can 
pay but moderate rent, withdraws to the suburbs where alone he can 
obtain the room space which his family demands. This, doubtless, 
accounts for the nightly exodus southward across the city line into St. 
Cunegonde, noted in our second article. 

3rd. But location and room space are not the only matters 
which affect rental values, the character of the accommodation also 
exerts upon them a great influence. It is difficult in this respect to 
compare the houses of one locality with those of another, but I know 
of no better method than to rank the sections according to the 
proportion of residences that they contain, having water-closet 
privileges; for this test can be fairly taken as indicative of the 
percentage of dwellings which are of recent and improved construction. 
It is by applying this test that we are enabled partially, at least, to 
explain the difference in rentals between such sections as 18 and 25. 
There is not much difference between them as to location. In both 
sections \]/^ rooms constitute the average home, yet this accommoda- 
tion costs $7.14. in section 18, and $6.43 in section 25. The cause is 
apparent when it is noted that in the former section 53 per cent, of 
the tenements have water-closets, while in the latter section this is 
true of but 20 per cent, of the dwellings. Further comparisons may 
interest the reader. Take sections 13 and 26. Each supplies 4 rooms 
to the average family, but the cost per room in the former is $1.80, 
while it is but $1.57 in the latter. Now section 13 grades 49 points 
in sanitary accommodation, while section 26 is reckoned at only 19. 

By this fact the difference of rental value between them is in part at 
least accounted for. Again, contrast sections 12 and 30. The room 
average for each is 4^. A room in the former costs $1.79, in the 
latter $1.42. In sanitary accommodation section 12 is reckoned at 
42 and section 30 at but 22 points. Both situation and accommoda- 
fign here and in general influence rental values. 
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4th. It is interesting to note what proportion rental takes of 
income, and how this proportion varies with different sections. 
Taking the district as a whole, 1 8 per cent, of the total earnings, or 
nearly one dollar in every five, reaches the pocket of the landlord. 
In the better sections of the upper belt this percentage is exceeded. 
In sections i, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 1 1 the proportion equals or 
exceeds 20 per cent. Between St. James street and the canal it will 
average about 16 per cent., the sections near McGill street considerably 
exceeding the figure, while those near the city limits falling below it. 
For the combined sections below the canal the average is but 13 per 
cent. Nowhere else in our district does rental take so small a 
proportion of income as beyond the canal. 

The real industrial class cannot, as a rule, afford to pay more than 
20 per cent of their wages for rent. It is among the well-to-do and 
among the very poor that a proportion higher than this will be most 
frequently found. 

There were some surprisingly low rentals in certain quarters of 
limited extent within "the city below the hill.*' Five dollars a month 
for three or even four rooms in a rear tenement is not uncommon. 
When, however, in the district we are now considering, we find four 
dollars for three rooms or three dollars for two rooms — unless it be 
close to the city limits— we may be certain that the accommodation 
furnished is of the poorest quality. Yet even as low as $2 for two 
rooms was in several instances reported. One whole block, near the 
city limits, contained 57 families, each occupying three rooms, their 
average rental being but $4.33 per month. 

In closing, let me re-state some of the more important conclusions 
which we have arrived at as a result of this study. 

1. The average rental in "the city below the hill," is $1.75 P^r 
month for each room, and since five rooms constitute the average 
home, our average family will pay $8.75 per month for rent. 

2. Rental values are higher in the belt above St. James street 
than elsewhere throughout the nether city. The value per room 
gradually diminishes as one pa.s.ses southward from McGill street and 
approaches the city limit.s. Rents in Ste. Cunegonde and in St. 
Gabriel Ward will be yet lower than in the districts we have examined. 

3. Where location is of equal desirability the rental value will 
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largely depend upon accommodation, and this may be best tested by 
ascertaining the sanitary equipment of the houses of the neighborhood. ^ 

4. For the district, as a whole, the proportion which rental r 
takes of income is 18 per cent. For families of the real industrial I^;; 
class 16 per cent, is a fair average. Towards the city limits the 
proportion still further decreases. It is among the well-to-do and the 
very poor that rental is permitted to absorb from 20 to 25 per cent, 
of earnings. 7 

One of the mistakes most frequently made, in semi-philanthropic = 
efforts to provide homes for working people, is the building of ^ 
dwellings too high priced for the neighborhood. Incidentally this may 
benefit the locality, though only those already fairly well housed can 
take advantage of this better value. The bulk of the people live as 
before. In such experiments the first question should always be: 
What can the people of the district afford to pay t the next, what is 
the best value which philanthropic investment can furnish for this, 
the current price? These questions well considered in advance will 
minimize the risk of financial failure. 
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St. Gabriel ward it was 33.32. Compared with these localities, our 
"city below the hill" does not present the alarming symptoms 
noticeable elsewhere. Our nether city is mainly made up of territory 
belonging to St. Antoine and St. Ann's wards, and of these the death 
rate for the former as a whole is but 18.13, and for the latter 16.83. 
Evidently the conditions for the locality which we have studied are 
not so severe upon human life as they are elsewhere, although even 
here we found many matters demanding improvement. Through the 
courtesy of the Civic Health Department I have been enabled to 
ascertain the number of deaths (not including those which occurred 
in hospitals, institutions and the iike) which took place, during the 
year just closed, for each separate block within the "city below the 
hill." Having previously learned, through our industrial census, 
the population of every block, it beoaine possible to determine, 
not only the death rate per block but also for every group of blocks 
or section. Map I, whereon the territory is divided into the same 
thirty sections with which we have become already familiar, shows 
the population for each section and also the number of persons per 
thousand who died within its limits during the year just closed. 
Here we have material sufficient to afford many comparisons. 

During the year 1896 there were 832 deaths recorded among a 
population of 37,021 (those in institutions being omitted) within "the 
city, below the hill," giving for this district a death rate, exceeding 
that of either St. Antoine or St. Ann's Wards, a rate of 22.47 per 
thousand. Though this rate does not equal that of the city at large, 
does not approach that of certain previously cited wards, it is .still 
higher than need be, as may be shown by a compari.son which we can 
make in this regard between "the city below the hill" and "the city 
above the hill." St. Antoine ward, according to the health report of 
1895, had a population of 50,607. It probably has today a larger 
population than this, in which case our contrast would be all the 
more startling. In that part of St. Antoine ward below the hill, 
reside, according to our census, 21482 souls. Then above the hill 
about 30,000 persons will be found. Now the death rate for the 
whole ward is usually about 17 per thousand. But the death rate for 
that part which lies below the hill, sections i to 15, is 22 J4 fxrr 
thou.sand. It follows therefcjre that inasmuch as the rate for the 
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VII. 



Density and Overcrowding. 



7"he difference in meaning of the terms —The three points to be considered: 
Density^ CH^ercrowding and Vacant Property —ist : Density — Montreal 
compared with other cities. — The tvestern compared with other wards 
The ^^citv Mo7V the hiii^'' its density. — Comparison of groups of sections. 
How this density should be relieved — 2nd : Overcroivding — The standard 
for the nether city — Localities exceeding it. — The densest regions com- 
pared — Instances of overcnrwding — A remedy proposed — jrd: Amount 
of vacant residential property — Various causes for lack of tenancy. 
The small percentage in working-class sections — Proof that suitable 
dwellings for working people are not too numerous — Conclusion. 

Density and overcrowding, by which we mean two entirely 
different matters, are to-day regarded by medical authorities as ex- 
ercising so great an influence upon public health that these subjects 
demand at our hands full and careful consideration. Density of 
population is usually expressed in terms of persons to the acre. Over- 
crowding has come to be regarded as referring to the number of per- 
sons per occupied room. Were we to estimate the condition of a 
neighborhood alone by the former test we might be drawn into quite 
erroneous conclusions, since of two localities, having the same density 
per acre, one may be occupied by three-storey dwellings with 
abundant room space for all, while the other may be covered with 
low-builthovelswhcreinthe room spaceis wholly inadequate. Evidently 
in such a case the former locality would be far less in need of attention 
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a v\ reformatory efforts than the latter. Density and overcrowding 
must therefore be considered together, and such is the purpose of this 
article, while we will also deal, in conclusion, with a third topic, viz. : 
the proportion of vacant residential property. 

Let us first explain the accompanying map G., to enable us, as 
it were, to take inventory of the information at our disposal for a 
comparative examination of the nether city upon these three points. 
In each section the figures above the Roman letters show the total 
[population of the section, and the figures below the number of persons 
per acre which this represents. This material will serve us for a com- 
parative study regarding density. The figures to the right denote the 
number of rooms per family, those to the left the number of persons 
per occupied room. This data will aid us when we come to the study 
of the subject of overcrowding. Finally in the lower right hand cor- 
ner is to be found the proportion of tenements that were found to be 
unrcnted in November last. These statistics will assist us in deter- 
mining whether there is a demand for additional accommodation in 
the section indicated. By means of broken diagonal lines the more 
thickly inhabited portions are indicated upon the map, the greater the 
density the closer being these lines. A dotted line marks off such 
portions as are non-residential, though the space is still included in 
the calculation of the sections. 

I St. Havinglcarncd howtoutilizethe information set forth upon the 
map, we arc now prepared to take up the subject of density. Judged 
h)' old-world standards, Montreal is not a densely peopled city. It 
will average throughout its entire extent about forty persons to the 
acre. Neither are St. Antoine and St. Ann*s wards — which are in 
pari included within "the city below the hill" — among the more 
densely populated of our city. VVhile St. Louis Ward averages 117 
to the acre, St. James Ward, 96 ; St. Lawrence, 67 ; St. Mary's, 63 ; 
and St. Jean Haptiste, 56 ; St. Antoine Ward will only average about 
47 and St. .Ann's Ward 35 persons to the acre. Our *' city below the 
hill," which contains, over all, about 700 acres, a little over a .square 
mile, averages about 55 to the acre and were the population evenly 
distri))utcd could not l)e reirardcd as thickh' inhabited. But when wc 
deduct, as we reasonabl\' may, the canal and wharves, the parks and 
^^trccts. Bona\enturc station and the non-residential section No. 27 
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we find a total population of 37,633 persons upon about 400 acres, or 
an average of 94 persons to the acre. This expression represents the 
density of the **city below the hill." 

Taking one hundred persons per acre, as a standard by which to 
institute comparisons, we will examine the groups of sections which 
naturally make belts of territory, (a) Least densely populated of allis 
t:he belt made up of sections 28 to 30. Owing to the presence of 
Tiumerous industrial establishments along or near the east bank of 
't:he canal, the residences here do not, as a rule, commence to appear 
Tintil the second or third block back from it. Consequently for the 
territory between Centre street and the canal the population will not 
exceed 65 per acre, while the only locality more densely populated 
than the standard (having an average -of 153 to the acre) is that 
situated between Shearer and Island streets, (fi) No section throughout 
the belt between Notre Dame and William streets, sections 16 to 20; 
exceeds or even reaches a density of ico per acre. Between Barre 
and Notre Dame streets there is a thickly peopled strip of limited 
extent averaging i6c to the acre ; just below Chaboillez square lies a 
half acre on which reside no less than 174 persons ; and the northern 
corner of section 20 exhibits a density of 190 per acre, but the rest of 
the territory in this belt does not exceed the adopted standard, {c) Be- 
low William street, however, throughout sections 22, 24 and 25, the 
average density exceeds the standard, reaching 120 per acre. But if 
one wishes to visit the most densely populated neighborhood in 
"Griffintown" he will find it within the bounds of William, Colborne, 
Smith and McCord streets, where an average of 173 per acre is attained. 
The single block with highest record is that wherein is situated No. 6 
Police station, where 498 persons occupy less than 2 ^ acres, giving 
a density of 2 17 per acre. (//) The sections above St. James street, Nos. 
I to 10, vary considerably but average 104 per acre taken as a whole. 
Sections 6, 8 and 10 .show highest averages, with 140, 134 and 147 
respectively. Section 1 1 appears to have a dense population, but the 
presence of several large hotels therein, with transient occupation, 
prevents us from being certain in our calculations regarding it. 

(e) But it is in the zone known as the "Swamp" that we find the 
greatest density. Sections 12 to 15, which contain about 54 acres 
upon which buildings have been or might be erected, have a joint 
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population of 8863 souls, or an average throughout of 163 to the acre. 
Some areas of limited extent far exceed this belt average. Here are 
the most densely populated localities to be found in all the " city be- 
low the hill." One of the.se special districts lies below the railway 
track, between Mountain and Lusignan streets, where, in less than 
10 acres, dwell two thousand people. Another densely populated 
locality stretches from St. Antoine to Notre Dame streets, between 
Richmond and Seigneurs streets. St. Martin street runs through the 
centre of it, and here a density of 230 per acre is reached. The 
dcn.sest block anywhere discovered within the nether city lies between 
St. Martin and Seigneurs streets, below the track, a blind alley called 
Leroux street traversing the middle of it. Here in a trifle over three 
acres can be found 955 persons, or over joo to the acre. Think of it, 
a thousand people residing upon a space the size of one portion of 
Dominion square. If the residents of this block stood in a row, allow- 
ing about twenty inches to each person, they would form one solid 
line completely enclosing the block on its four sides. It becomes no 
longer a matter of surprise that upon election day, a single block in 
the southern corner of St. Antoine Ward should be able to produce 
ten or even twenty times as many voters as an equal area above 
Sherbrookc street. 

Two hundred persons per acre throughout any considerable ex- 
tent of territory is not an average which can be permitted, in a city 
of small homes like Montreal, without special vigilance in regard to 
all that affects the public health. A district thus congested has de- 
mands upon the civic chest for expenditure upon ameliorating and 
preventative measures, not to be considered merely upon the basis of 
the proportion of ta.xation which it bears. With fifteen thousand of 
our fellow-citizens (between Mountain street and the city limits above 
Notre Dame street), having as their only breathing space scarcely an 
acre, called Richmond square, what more fitting way of celebrating 
the approaching anniversary of our noble Queen can be devised than 
to open and equip within this densely populated area a public park 
in dimensions and adornment worthy the occasion ? Another means 
of relieving the congestion would be to extend Albert street, as homo- 
logated, from Bonaventurc station to Canning street, opening a 
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thoroughfare below the railway track. Something certainly should 
be done to give the residents of the " Swamp " more breathing space. 
2nd. The second phase of our question, the subject of overcrowding. 
now claims brief consideration. This study deals with the matter of 
room space, and examines into the number of occupi<;d rooms per 
family and per individual. As has been demonstrated, a section may 
show high density yet ample individual room space, so that the 
danger arising from the former cause may be neutralized by the latter 
condition. The number of occupied rooms throughout "the city be- 
low the hill " is almost identical with the number of persons. In fact, 
the average would be about i^ rooms per individual. "One person, 
one room," may then be regarded as the standard. Where, as in 
sections i to ii, the average family accommodation exceeds five 
rooms, there are as a rule fewer persons than rooms. But where the 
home contains less than five rooms then more than one person is the 
average for each room. Two sections, such as lo and 25, may rank 
when tested according to density nearly upon an equality, but when 
it is noted that in the former locality nine persons would have the use 
of ten rooms, while in the latter eleven persons would occupy the 
same number, it is evident that in the former section the congestion 
is far less dangerous than in the latter. When comparison was made 
between what are called " Griflfintown " and the "Swamp" upon the 
matter of density, the latter was found to contain a considerably 
higher average per acre than the former. If, however, the two local- 
ities be tested by the number of rooms per individual which each al- 
lows, it will be found that while the "Swamp" (sections 13 to 15) 
averages 1.08 souls per occupied room, the more thickly populated 
sections of "Griffintown" (Nos. 24 to 26) show an average of 1.13 
persons per room. Evidences of overcrowding are more apparent 
in " Griffintown " than in the " Swamp." The locality which surpasses 
all others in the number of persons per occupied room is section 24, 
where a family of five persons will average but four rooms. We also 
noted that, as the city limits were approached, the density increased ; 
the number of persons per room, however, generally grows less, so 
that the evil effects of the former condition are largely neutralized by 
the latter. 
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Instances of overcrowding were not infrequently discovered in the 
course of the industrial census, but their number was far less than 
had been expected. In less than two per cent, of the families visited 
was an average of two persons per room reached, although cases, where 
five, six, seven or even eight persons were huddled together in two 
rooms, were discovered. Seven persons to three rooms was the con- 
dition of more than a score of families. Eight, nine, ten, or even eleven 
persons for three rooms ; nine, ten and eleven persons for four rooms 
were found. The worst group of overcrowded homes was located on 
St. James .street, just beyond Fulford, where 41 persons occupied 20 
rooms. There is reason to belic\e that other parts of our city in this 
matter are greater transgressors than those we have studied, but for 
lack of data we can make no comparisons. The laws of health 
demand that in Montreal, as is already the case in Glasgow, over- 
crowding be prohibited by civic enactment. 

3rd. The third and last point to be in this article considered is the 
proportion of vacant residences throughout our nether city and what 
is demonstrated thereby. Out of 8390 places of residence, 719, or 
about 8^ per cent, were noted to be unrented and unoccupied in 
November last, when our cen.sus was made. This means one dwelling 
out of every twelve, and appears at first glance to be a large propor- 
tion. Local causes, however, accounted for lack of tenants in many 
cases. Thus, in section 2 it was uncertainty regarding the widening 
of St. Antoine street. In sections 7 and 8, where the vacant houses 
are nearly all above St. Antoine street, the vacancy was occasioned 
by their undesirable position, in that they were overshadowed by the 
C.P.R. track. Were it possible to deduct such residences as are ten- 
ant less on account of similar local causes, such as were not erected 
with proper judgment in making the rental fit the locality, such as 
arc very undesirable on account of extreme dilapidation —were it pos- 
sible to deduct these, it is probable that not 5 per cent., or not one 
house in every hventy\ would be unoccupied from other causes. 
Ordinarily it is in the well-to-do sections that the percentage of unrent- 
ed dwellings will run highest ; it is where the working people live 
that incKcupancy is less frequent. A score of blocks, in localities of 
the latter order, could be named wherein not a room is vacant. In 
the more thickh' populated portions of the "Swamp" and ** Griffin- 
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town " only from 5 to 7 per cent, of vacancy is the rule. When, as 
here, the number of persons desirous of residing within a given local- 
ity is so great that sixteen out of ever}' seventeen available dwellings 
are regularly rented, it is quite reasonable to assume that were 
modern dwellings erected, carefully adapted to meet the needs and 
the incomes of the local inhabitants, such buildings would rarely, if 
ever, want for tenants. 

In conclusion, we would affirm that " the city below the hill," as 
a whole, is not over populated. There is still much available land 
that might be built upon to accommodate that excess of wage-earners 
which, as we found in article II, now find homes outside. Certain 
densely inhabited localities are to be found, and such congestion 
should be relieved by the opening of new streets and parks. There 
does not appear to be great cause for alarm as to overcrowding — at 
least, not in this portion of Montreal — but even here cases are 
sufficiently frequent to demonstrate the necessity for regulations by 
the civic authorities upon this matter. It is well that we have learned 
the situation of the more densely peopled and more frequently over- 
crowded districts, in order that these localities may be watched with 
(greatest care. The comparatively small percentage of un rented 
dwellings, among those suitable to the real industrial class, leads us 
to conclude that capital judiciously invested in providing homes for 
working people in " the city below the hill " would be almost certain 
to earn reasonable dividends. 
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The Poor of the West End 



? are the poorl — Hmv numerous are they? — Where are they f — Location 
and distribution — Explanation of Map H- — Ho^vto reckon comparative 
poverty — Wide distribution of poverty - ^^Griffinto7vn'^ and the ^^ Swamp" 
— Other like localities of smaller area — Where is poverty less frequent 1 
Do the well-to-do move out 1 — Causes of poverty — Irregularity of tvork, 
where most in evidence? — The relation of the saloon to idleness and 
want — Examination of group of special families — Composition of the 
family — Summary. 

It is difficult to determine what shall constitute the low water 
k of decent subsistence in our "city below the hill." Since a 
ar a day is regarded as the minimum wage for an unskilled 
>rer, it would seem that $6.oo per week might be taken as the 
It below which comfort ends and poverty commences. But a 
ar a day is by no means equivalent to $6.oo per week, since few 
those, among this class of laborers, who can count upon regular 
k throughout the year. It is also an undeniable fact that there 

frugal households, not a few, wherein $6.oo per week means 
jpendence and comfort. Below $5.00 per week, however, it is 
lly possible for the weekly income to fall and yet permit of proper 
:ision being made for a growing family, and although there are 
;e who do this also, and all honor to such as can, yet we may 
ly fix the limit of decent subsistence at $5.00 per week and regard 
I families as, throughout the year, earn no more than $260.00, as 
:)erly to be termed " the poor." 
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By the above it will be seen that 75 J^ per cent, of the fam 
" the city below the hill " are Roman Catholic, 23 per cei 
Protestant, .01^ per cent, are Jewish, and about .00^ per ce 
Pagan. Except in Belt I, where 41 per cent, are Protestai 
element nowhere exceeds one-fifth of the population. E 
contains 14 per cent. Belt III 12 per cent., Belt IV 18 pe 
and Belt V 20 per cent, of families belonging to the Protestant 

I trust that a fuller knowledge of " the city below the hill 
result in the putting forth of more earnest and effective efforts 
improvement of this district. 

This investigation has necessarily dealt with but a 1 
portion of our city, it has considered the case of barely one-s 
our population. If, however, besides calling attention to • 
local deficiencies the publication of this series of articles sha 
accomplished anything by way of impressing upon the main b 
our citizens the immense importance of collecting and interf 
similar figures for the city as a whole, my main object shai 
been attained. It is unwise, even if it were possible, for [ 
enterprise to undertake duties properly belonging to the munic 
or the State. It is the duty of our civic and provincial authori 
secure for us similar data with respect to the entire city. By 
of our civic servants, in the Police and Fire Departments and 
City Hall, a civic census could be annually taken within a 
three days time. The task of obtaining accurate socio! 
statistics might be accomplished with less haste by our Asses: 
connection with their regular annual rounds, or should a i 
department be required, an annual expenditure of a sui 
exceeding $5000 would suflfice to secure this much needed inforn 

Were we by such means enabled each year to acci 
determine what progress was being made in improving the y 
condition of society, were we able every twelve months to pla 
finger upon every district which exhibited unhealthy sympt 
have faith to believe that our citizens would not be unwilling t 
the necessary steps towards betterment. 



